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Ads  and  Laws, 


PafTe<d  by  the  GENERAL  COURT 

of  Majfachufetts  j 

Begun  and  held  at  Bofton,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk, 
on  Wednefday  the  thircy-firil:  Day  of  May,  Anno 
Domini , 178/,  and  from  thence  continued,  by  Ad- 
journment, to  Wednefday,  the  fcventeenth  Day  of 
Oclober  following. 


CHAP. 


I. 


An  Ad  in  Addition  to  an  Act,  entitled,  “ An  Act  to 
raife  a public  Revenue  by  Excife.” 

B E ltcfaed  h the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Repr  epnt alive s,  in  General  Court 

of  moled,  and  by  the  authority ^ of  the  fame.  That  fo  much  of  a claufe  in  ciaufc  in  a for. 
tae  act  to  which  tuis  is  an  addition,  as  directs  the  Collector  or  his  Dtpu-  m:ra<a  repeal'd, 
ty,  wao  may  receive  certificates  given  by  perfons  living  in  another  coun- 
ty, to  tranfmit  them  to  the  Collector  of  the  county,  where  the  perfon. 
giving  them  lives,- he  repealed  ; and  that  the  feveral  Collectors  be,  and 
they  are  nereby  directed,  to  tranfmit  to  the  Comptroller-General,  all 
t ia  certificate?  which  they  may  receive  from  importers  or  other  perfons 
accounting  with  them,  except  iuch  certificates  as  arc  given  by  perfons  liv- 
ing within  their  refpeuive  diftrifts,— and  if  the  Comptroller-General, 
on  examination,  Avail  find  any  of  thofe  certificates  rot  credited  I v-tlm 
perfon  ligmngthc  fame,  he  (hall  tranfmit  them  to  the  Collector  of  the 
county  or  diurict,  where  the  perfon  giving  them  lives. 
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And  be  it  enabled.  That  if  any  perfon  legally  authorized  to  fell  excifed 
articles,  fhall  give  a certificate  promifing  to  account  for  the  cxcifc  on 
Penalty  for  ne-  the  articles  contained  therein,  and  {hall  neglect  to  do  it  in  the  manner 
count nf or eicifcj  and  at  the  times  preferibed  by  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  addition,  fuch 
perfon  flia.ll  pay  the  excife  on  the  articles  mentioned  in  fuch  certificate, 
and  fifty  per  centum , in  addition  thereto  ; — and  if  any  perfon  not  legally 
authorized  as  aforefaid,  fhall  giv-e  fuch  certificate,  he  ihall  forfeit  ana 
p ly- four-fold  duties  on  tlie  articles  mentioned  therein  ; and  the  Collec- 
How  recovers  a.  tor  of  the  county  or  district,  where  fuch  delinquent  lives,  {hall  demand 
the  fame  ; and  if  not  paid  in  thirty  d.»ys,  he  {hall  fue  for,  and  recover 
the  penalty  aforefaid,  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the  fame  ; and  the  Col- 
lector {hall  pay  into  the  Treafury  all  fuch  dudes  and  penalties,  as  foon  as 
may  be,  after  the  receipt  thereof,  and  fhall  account  with  the  Comptroller- 
General  therefor. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid , That  if  any  licenced 
or  permitted  perfon  fhall  negleft  to  exhibit  his  accounts  and  certificates, 
initted  perfon*  agreeably  to  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  addition,  on  the  firlt  days  of 
hibhth  Sr  ac"  May  and  November  annually,  or  within  thirty  days  thereof,  the  Collector 
count;,  &c.  fhall  put  his  bond  in  fuit,  and  fhall  recover  a fum  not  lefs  than  double 
the  whole  amount  of  the  duties  on  ail  the  excifed  articles  fuch  perfon 
had  on  hand,  at  the  fettlement  lafi  made,  and  on  all  which  he  may  have 
imported  or  given  certificates  to  account  for,  fince  fuch  fettlement  ; and 
if  after  rendering  fuch  accounts,  any  perfon  fhall  negledt  to  pay  the  ex- 
cife due  thereon,  for  forty  days  after  thefaid  firfi:  days  of  May  and  No- 
vember refpectively,  the  Collettor  (hall  then  proceed  as  is  by  law  provid- 
ed in  cafe  of  the  non  payment  of  the  duties  on  Wheel-Carriages. 

And  be  it  further  emitted.  That  this  act  fhall  begin  to  operate,  and  be  in 
force,  from  and  after  the  firft  day  of  January , in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
Time  this  a<st  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-eight  ; — and  the  Comptroller- 
thaii  operate.  General,  is  hereby  directed  to  tranfmit  a copy  of  this  act,  to  the  feveral 
Collectors  of  lmpoft  and  Excife,  within  this  Commonwealth,  that  they 
may  govern  themfelves  accordingly. 

[This  Act  palled  November  16,  1787.] 


C II  A P.  II. 

An  A6t  to  incorporate  certain  Perfons,  by  the  Name  of 
the  Society,  for  propagating  the  Gofpel  among  the 
Indians  and  others,  in  North-America. 

JJff  H E R E A S divers  perfons  have  petitioned  this  Court  for  an  att  of  in - 
W corporation,  whereby  they  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  carry  into  effett  their 
amble'  deftgn  of  propagating  the  gofpel  among  the  Indians  and  others  in  North-America, 
and  it  is  reafonable  that  the  prayer  of  the  faid  petition  Jbould  be  granted  : 
therefore,  to  promote  and  encourage  the  fame.. 

Be  it  enatted  by  the  Senate,  and  Houfe  of  Rcprefcntatives,  in  General  Court 
affembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame.  That  Richard  Cranch,  of  Brain- 
tree, Efq;  Rev.  John  Clark,  of  Bolton,  Francis  Dana,  of  Cambridge,  Efq; 
Rev.  Jofcph  Eckly  and  John  Elliot , of  Boflon,  Rev.  Nathaniel  Emmons,  ot 
jrporated?*15  Franklin,  Rev.  Levi  Frifbie,  of  Ipfvvich,  Mofes  Gill,  of  Princeton,  and 
William  Hvfep, of  Brookline,  Efq’rs.  Rev.  Timothy  Hilliard,  of  Cambiidge, 
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Jonathan  Mafon , of  Bofton,  Efq;  Rev.  Phillips  Payfon , of  Chelfea,  Rev. 

Lip  hale’  Porter , and  Incrsdfe  Sumner,  Efq;  of:  Roxbury,  Ebenezer  Storer , 

Efq;  Rev.  Peter  Thacker  and  Oliver  Wendell,  Efq;  of  Bofton,  Rev.  Jofepb 
Willard  and  Edward  WiggleJworth,  and  Samuel  Williams,  Doctor  of  Laws, 
of  Cambridge,  and  the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Wight,  of  Bofton,  be,  with  fuch 
others  as  they  fhall  elcft,  and  they  hereby  are  incorporated,  and  made 
a body  politic,  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  by  the  name  of, The  Society  for 
propagating  the  Gofpel  among  the  Indians,  and  others,  in  North-Ame- 
rica  ; and  the  Society  aforefaid,  fhall  have  perpetual  fucceflion,  and  may  Society  to  have 
have  a common  feal,  which  it  fhall  be  lawful  tor  them  to  change,  break,  fuc* 

alter  and  make  new  at  pleafure,  and  may  purchafe  and  hold  in  fucceflion, 
lands,  tenements,  and  real  eftate  of  any  kind,  the  annual  income  and  pro- 
fits whereof  not  to  exceed  the  value  of  tveo  thou/and  pounds.  And  the  faid 
Society  is  hereby  enabled  to  take  and  receive  lubfcriptions,  of  charitably  Enibled  to  take 
difpofed  perfons,  and  may  take  any  perfonal  eftate  in  fucceflion;  and  all  and  receive  fub- 
donations  to  the  Society,  either  by  fubferiptions,  legacy  or  otherwife,  lcriPuon*' 
excepting  fuch  as  may  be  differently  appropriated  by  the  donors,  fhall 
make  a part  of,  or  be  put  into  the  capital  flock  of  the  Society,  which 
fhall  be  put  out  on  intereft,  on  good  fecurity,  or  otherwife  improved 
to  the  bell  advantage,  and  the  income  or  profits  applied  to  the  purpofes 
of  propagating  the  gofpel  among  the  faid  Indians,  in  fuch  manner  as  they' 
fhall  judge  moll  conducive  to  anfwer  the  defign  of  their  inftitution  ; 
and  alfo  among  other  people,  who  through  poverty  or  other  circum- 
ftances,  are  deftitute  of  the  means  of  religious  inftruclion  : And  the 
faid  Society  is  hereby  empowered  to  give  fuch  inflections,  orders  and  p rf 
encouragements  to  their  officers,  and  thofc  they  fhall  employ,  as  they  edI°t™XPrsTd 
(hall  judge  neceffary  ; and  the  perfons  employed  as  teachers  in  any  ca-  be  of  the  praef- 
xicity,  fhall  be  men  of  the  proteftant  religion,  of  reputed  piety,  loyalty,  tant  relision* 
mudence,  knowledge  and  literature,  and  of  other  Chriilian  and  neceffary 
[ualifications  fuited  to  their  refpeclive  ftations. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by ' the  authority  aforefaid , That  the  faid  Society  Time  anJ  t 
hall  meet  at  (ome  convenient  place  in  the  town  of  Boflon,  on  the  firll  ^holding  iu 
thurfday  of  December  next,  and  then  chufe  a Prefident,  Vice-Prefident,  fir11  meetilI£- 
freafurer  and  Secretary,  and  fuch  other  officers  as  they  fhall  judge  pro- 
)er,  and  may  make  bye-laws,  and  orders,  for  the  regulation  of  the  faid 
iocicty  ; provided  fuch  bye-laws  and  orders  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
iws  of  the  land,  and  acl  upon  all  matters  which  they  apprehend  need- 
ul,  to  promote  the  end  of  their  inftitution  : and  the  officers  fo  chofen 
hall  continue  in  their  office,  until  the  Thurfday  next  fucceeding  the 
laft  Wednefday  of  May  next  following  the  time  of  their  appointment. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  fhall  be  a general  meeting  of  the  T;mcof  heldir 
members  of  the  faid  Society,  at  Boflon  aforefaid,  or  in  any  other  place  general  n*«et-g 
within  this  Commonwealth,  (unlefe  fo  me  extraordinary  occurrence  pre-  in°s- 
vent  the  fame)  on  the  Thurfday  aforefaid  in  May , and  firft  Thurfday  of 
November,  yearly,  forever,  and  oftner  if  needful,  when  and  where  the 
faid  Society  fhall  think  fit  ; and  any  feven  of  the  members  (the  Prefi- 
dent, Vice  Prefident,  Treasurer,  or  Secretary  always  to  be  one)  being 
convened  at  the  faid  times  and  places,  arc  hereby  declared  to  be  a quorum 
of  the  iaid  general  meeting  ; and  tne  faid  Society  at  their  general  meeting 
in  May  in  every  year  (and  in  cafeof  any  extraordinary  occurrence  pre^ 
venting  their  meeting,  then  at  their  next  general  meeting  after)  fhall  out 
of  their  own  body,  by  a majority  of  the  members  prefent,  elect  a Prefi- 
dent, 
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dent,  Vice-Prefident,  Treafurer  and  Secretary,  and  fucli  other  officers  aS 
they  (hall  find  needful,  to  continue  in  office  until  the  May  meeting  next 
following  their  appointment,  or  until  others  be  chofen  to  fucceed  them  ; 
officers  fhaii  be  and  all  the  officers  aforefaid,  before  they  fhall  be  qualified  to  act,  (hall  be 
under  oath,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  refpeclive  trufts  ; and 
the  laid  Society,  at  their  firft,  or  any  other  ftated  meeting,  (and  at  no 
other)  may  elect  into  their  body,  fuch  perfons  as  they  {hall  judge  qua- 
liiied,  to  afiift  them  in  their  good  defign  ; provided  the  whole  number 
of  the  laid  Society,  fhall  at  no  time  exceed  hfty  members  5 and  may  ap- 
point committees,  to  profecute  the  orders  of  any  general-meeting,  audit 
the  I’reafurer’s  accounts,  and  prepare  matters  for  the  Society  to  act  up- 
on ; and  fuch  committees  fhall  exhibit  an  account  of  their  proceedings, 
at  the  general  meetings  of  the  faid  Society. 

And  be  it  enabled.  That  the  Society  aforefaid,  by  the  name  aforefaid, 
capable  of  p'ofe-  ^e,  anc^  *s  hereby  declared  to  be  capable  to  profecute,  purfue,  and 
cuting  actions,  defend,  in  all  Courts,  and  places,  and  before  all  proper  judges  whatfoever, 
all  actions,  caufcs,  procelfes  and  pleas,  of  what  kind  or  nature  foever,  in 
thefulleft  and  ampleft  manner;  and  if  it  ihall  happen  that  the  faid  Society 
fhall  become  feized  of  lands,  or  tenements  by  mortgage,  as  fecurity  for 
the  payment  of  any  debts,  or  by  levying  executions  on  lands  for  difeharge 
of  debts,  due  to  the  faid  Society,  it  fliall  be  lawful  for  the  faid  Society, 
by^eed  under  the  hand  and  leal  of  their  Prefident,  for  the  time  being, 
to  fell  and  convey  the  lands  acquired  in  either  of  the  two  mentioned 
ways  ; provided  that  no  fuch  fale  fliall  be  made,  or  concluded  on,  but 
at  l'ome  general  ftated  meeting. 

And  be  it  further  enabled , That  the  faid  Society  be,  and  hereby  is  em- 
powered, upon  the  death  of  their  Prefident,  Vice-Prefident,  Treafurer, 
Secretary,  or  any  other  officer,  to  choofe  others  at  any  ftated  general 
meeting,  to  fucceed  them  ; and  may  alfo  remove  any  of  their  officers, 
of  their  officen.  when  they  fhall  judge  expedient,  and  appoint  others  to  fucceed  them 
Provifa.  therein.  Provided  always , That  no  member  fhall  be  removed,  or  offi- 
cers difplaced,  unlefs  at  one  of  the  ftated  general  meetings  as  aforefaid. 

And  to  the  end,  that  the  members  of  the  faid  Society,  and  ail  con- 
tributors to  the  faid  defign,  may  know  the  ftate  of  the  Society’s  ftock, 
and  the  difpofitions  of  the  profits  thereof,  and  of  all  the  donations  made 
to  the  faid  Society  : 

Be  it  further  enabled , That  a particular  account  of  fuch  ftock  and  dif- 
&rSirbe°e?-pofttion,  fhall  be  exhibited  by  the  Treafurer,  at  every  ftated  general 
hibited  at  every  meeting  ; which  accounts,  the  Secretary,  or  a committee  of  the  faid  So- 
^uieraimceting.  cjej.y^  (having  examined  the  fame)  fhall  certify  to  be  true  ; and  fair 
entries  fliall  be  made,  in  proper  books,  to  be  provided  for  that  purpofr, 
of  all  donations  made  to  the  faid  Society,  and  of  all  the  eftate,  both 
real  and  perfonal,  belonging  to  the  Society,  and  of  the  incomes  theieof, 
and  alfo  of  all  tranfactions,  either  by  themfelves,  their  officers,  or  com- 
mittees, for,  or  on  account  of  the  faid  Society  ; and  the  faid  books 
fliall  be  brought  to  the  ftated  general  meetings  of  the  society,  and  be 
there  open  for  the  perufal  and  examination  of  the  members. 

Audit  is  further  enabled , That  Mofes  Gill , Efq;  be,  and  he  hereby  is  au- 
thorized, by  public  notification,  in  Adams  and  tsourfe  s Independent 
“fuXS  Chronicle,  to  call  the  firft  meeting  of  the  laid  Society,  at  fuch  time  and 
meeting.  place,  in  the  town  of  Bojlon , as  he  fhall  judge  proper. 

[This  acl;  pafied  November  19,  1737.] 


Society  may 
remove  any 


C H A p. 


in  the  Tear  of  our  LORD , 1787. 


Debtors.  65© 


CHAP.  III. 

An  Acl  for  the  Relief  of  Poor  Prifuners.  wh®  are  com- 
mitted by  Execution  for  Debt. 

E it  enabled  by  the  Senate , and  Houfe  of  Reprefentativei , in  General 
Court  affembled , and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame , That . when  any  per- 
fon,  Handing  committed  by  force  of  any  execution  ifluing  from  any  {land  convtnit- 
Court  in  this  Commonwealth,  on  a judgement  recovered  by  any  perfon, 
fliall  complain  that  he,  or  fhe,  hath  not  eftate  fufficient  to  fupport  him,  to  fupport  them* 
or  her,  in  prifon,  the  goaier  or  keeper  of  fuch  prifon,  fhall  on  fuch  com- felve*  m 
plaint,  apply  to  one  of  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  within  and  for  the 
county,  in  which  fuch  prifon  is,  who  fliall  thereupon  make  out  a notifi- 
cation in  writing  under  his  hand  and  leal,  thereby  fignifying  to  the  cre- 
ditor,of  creditors,  fuch  prifoner’s  delire  of  taking  the  privilege  and  benefit 
allowed  in  and  by  this  a<ft,  and  of  the  time  and  place,  appointed  lor 
the  intended  caption  of  the  oath  or  affirmation  allowed  by  this  a£l,  and 
which  being  ferved  on  the  creditor,  or  creditors,  of  the  laid  prifoner, 
if  he,  fhe  or  they  live  within  this  Commonwealth,  his  or  her  executor, 
or  adminifirator  ; and  if  fuch  creditor  or  creditors,  live  out  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, upon  his  or  theif  agent,  or  attorney,  who  brought  forward 
the  fuit  on  which  the  judgment  whereon  the  execution  by  which  the 
prifoner  (lands  committed,  was  rendered,  by  the  Sheriff,  or  his  deputy, 
of  the  county,  in  which  the  faid  fervice  (hall  be  made,  either  by 
reading  the  fame  to  him  or  her,  or  by  leaving  an  attefted  copy  thereof, 
at  the  ufual  place  of  abode  of  fuch  creditor  or  creditors,  agent  or  at- 
torney as  aforefaid,  at  lead  thirty  days  before  the  time  appointed  for 
taking  the  faid  oath  or  affirmation,  that  he,  (he,  or  they  may  be  prefent, 
if  they  fee  caufe.  Provided , That  if  any  creditor  or  creditors,  live  out 
of  this  Commonwealth,  and  have  no  agent  or  attorney  as  aforefaid 
living  in  the  fame,  an  attefted  copy  of  fuch  notification,  (hall  be  left 
with  the  Clerk  of  the  Court,  or  the  Jufticc  by  whom  the  faid  execution 
was  figned,  at  leaft  fifty  days  before  fuch  intended  caption;  . . 

And  be  it  further  enabled.  That  any  two  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  within  and  juft,'co«  of  itct 
for  the  county  where  fuch  caption  is  to  be  taken,  each  of  whom  lhall  be  peace^°^f 
of  the  quorum,  and  difinterefted  and  not  related  either  to  the  creditor  or  ln  0°th  «r  affit 
debtor,  are  Hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  at  the  time  and  plr.ee  nation, 
appointed  lor  the  taking  fuch  caption,  to  examine  the  return  of  the  faid 
notification  ; and  if  it  (hall  appear  to  be  duly  made,  to  admlnifter  the 
laid  oath  of  affirmation,  after  fully  examining  and  hearing  the  parries, 
if  they  the  faid  Juftices,  (hall  think  proper  fo  to  do,  to. fuch  debtor  j 
which  oath  or  affirmation,  fhall  be  in  the  form  following,  to  wit. 

I do  folemnly  fwear  before  Almighty  God,  (or  affirm, 

as  the  cafe  may  be)  that  1 have  not  any  eftate,  real  or  perfonal,  in 
pofieflion,  reverfion  or  remainder,  fufficient  to  fupport  myfeif  in  prifon,  F<5rm  0ft& 
or  to  pay  prifon  charges  ; and  that  I have  not  fioce  the  commencement oath- 
of  this  fuit  againft  me,  or  at  any  other  time,  directly  or  indirectly,  fold, 
leafed  or  otherwife  conveyed  or  difpofed  of,  to,  or  intrufted  any  perfon 
orperfons  whomfoever,  with  ail  or  any  part  the  eftate,  real  or  perfonal, 
whereof  I have  been  the  lawful  owner  or  poffefior,  with  any  intent  or 
defign  to  fecure  the  fame,  or  to  receive  or  to  expect  any  profit  or  advan- 

& '■  tage 
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tage  therefor  ; or  have  caufcd  or  fuffered  to  be  done,  any  thing  elfe 

whatfoever,  whereby  any  of  my  creditors  may  be  defrauded. So  help 

me  God (or  this  I do  under  the  pains  and  penalties  of  perjury,  as 

the  cafe  may  be.) 

Which  oath  or  affirmation  being  adminiftred  by  thefaid  Juftices  to,  and 
taken  by  fuch  prifoner, and  a certificate  thereof  made  under  the  hands  and 
teals  of  the  Justices  adminiftring  the  fame,  to  fuch  goaler  or  prifon  keeper, 
he  lhall  thereupon  fet  fuch  pi'il’oner  at  liberty,  if  he  or  the  is  committed 
fyr  no  other  caufe,  and  the  body  of  fuch  prifoner  jfhall  not  be  held  in 
prifon  any  longer  upon  fuch  execution  \ which  certificate  to  be  made  by " 
the  Juftices  as  aforefaid,  thall  be  in  the  form  following,  to  wit, 

S.  ff. 


l'orm  of  the 
r ertificate. 


Penalty  if  eon- 
vidted  of  per- 
jury- 


Judgments  ob- 
tained againft 
fuch  prifoners, 
lhall  remain 
good  and  ef- 
ff  Huai. 


To  keeper  of  the  goal  at 

We  the  fubferibers,  two  of  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the  faid  county 
of  S.  and  each  of  us  of  the  quorum,  hereby  certify,  that  A.  B.  a 

poor  prifoner,  confined  upon  execution  for  debt,  in  the  goal  at  C.  afore- 
faid, hath  caufcd  D.  E.  the  creditor,  at  whofe  fuit  he  was  fo  confined, 
to  be  notified  according  to  law,  of  his  the  fiiid  A.  B’s  defire  of  taking 
the  benefit  of  an  act,  intitled,  “ An  act  for  the  relief  of  poor  prifoners, 
who  are  committed  by  execution  for  debt  $”  that  in  our  opinion  the 
faid  A.  B.  hath  dot  any  eftate,  either  real  or  perfonal,  fufficient  to  fup- 
port  himfelf  in  prifon,  and  that  he  hath  not  conveyed  or  concealed  his 
eftate  with  defign  to  fecure  the  fame  to  his  own  ufe,  or  to  defraud  his 
creditors,  and  that  we  have  after  due  caution  to  the  faid  A.  B.  admini- 
ftered  to  him  the  oath  (or  affirmation)  preferibed  in  the  ad  aforefaid. 
Witnefs  our  hands  and  feals,  this  day  of  Anno  Domini, 

And  he  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid , That  if  any  fuch 
prifoner  as  aforefaid,  lhall  be  convicted  of  having  fold,  leafed  or  other- 
wife  conveyed,  concealed  or  di/pofed  of,  or  intrufted  his  or  her  eftate,  or 
any  part  thereof,  directly  or  indiredly,  contrary  to  his  or  her  fore- 
going oath,  or  affirmation,  he  or  fhe  ffiall  not  only  be  liable  to  the 
pains  and  penalties  of  wilful  perjury,  but  {hall  receive  no  benefit  from 
the  faid  oath  or  affirmation,  and  in  cafe  fuch  prifoner  at  the  time  of  the 
intended  caption,  £hall  not  take  the  laid  oath  or  affirmation,  or  be  not 
admitted  thereto  by  the  faid  Juftices,  he  lhall  be  remanded  back  to 
prifon,  and  lhall  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act,  unlefs  a new 
notification  be  made  out,  and  ferved  in  manner  as  aforefaid. 

And  be  it  further  enabled , That  all  and  every  judgment,  obtained  againft 
fuch  prifoners,  lhall  notwithftanding  fuch  difeharge  as  aforefaid,  be,  and 
remain  good  and  effedual  in  law,  to  all  ifitentj*  and  purpofes,  againft  any 
eftate  whatfoever,  which  may  then  or  at  any  time  afterwards,  belong  to 
him  or  her  ; and  the  creditor  or  creditors,  agent  or  attorney,  their  exe- 
cutors or  adminiftrators,  may  take  out  a- new  execution  againft  the  lands, 
tenements,  hereditaments,  goods,  and  chatties  of  fuch  prifoner,  (his 
wearing  apparel,  and  houlhold-furniture,  neceffary  for  himfelf,  his  wife 
and  children,  and  tools  neceffary  for  his  trade  or  occupation,  only  ex- 
cepted) for  the  fatisfaclion  of  the  debt,  in  fuch  fort  and  manner  as  might 
have  been  done,  in  cafe  the  faid  prifoner  had  never  been  taken  in  execu- 
tion. 

And  be  it  further  enabled.  That  all  and  every  perfon  or  perfons,  now  in 
execution,  and  confined  in  any  of  the  goals  in  this  Commonwealth, 
who  have  been  duly  admitted  to  the  oath  preferibed  in  an  act  made  and 

paffed 
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paffed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty-  Perfons  now  in 
three,  intitled,  “ An  aft  for  the  relief  of  poor  prifoners  for  debt,”  ^av^been  wad- 
and  who  are  notwithftanding  ftill  held  in  cuftody,  on  the  faid  execution,  mitted  to  the 
by  his,  her,  or  their  creditor,  paying  fuch  weekly  allowance  for  their 
fupport  in  prifon,  as  in  the  fame  aft  is  provided,  fhall  be,  and  they  <viibedifcharg- 
hcreby  are  difeharged  from  fuch  executions,  whereon  fuch  oath  hath  frompriftiv 
been  adininiftred  ; and  the  feveral  goalers  in  whofe  cuftody  fuch  per- 
fons may  be, fhall  upon  due  notice  given  them  of  this  aft,difcharge  them, 
if  they  are  confined  for  no  other  caufe. 

[This  Aft  pafled  November  19,  1787.3 
CHAP.  IV. 


An  Act  in  Addition  to  an  A&  entitled,  f<  An  A<5t  de- 
claring and  confirming  the  Citizenfhip  of  John  Gardi~ 
ner}  Efq;  Barrifter  at  Law,  Margaret  Gardiner  his  • 
Wife,  Ann  Gardiner . John  Silvefter  John  Gardiner , 
and  JVilliam  Gardiner , their  Childten,”  pafled  in  rhe 
Year  of  Our  Lord,  One  Thoufand  Seven  Hundred  and 
Eighty-Four. 

UI  HERE  AS  it  appears  byfome  mifprifion,  that  the  name  of  the  faid  Ann  Preamble 
Gardiner,  was  not  inferted  in  the  enabling  part  of  the  faid  ad  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacled  by  the  Senate , and  Houfe  of  Rcprcj'entutives , in  Gene- 
ral Court  afj'embled  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame , That  the  faid ' Ann  Gar- 
diner, is  hereby  declared  to  be  a free  citizen  of  the  faid  Commonwealth 
of  Majfachufetts , and  is  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  benefits  of  the 
faid  aft,  as  fully  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  if  the  name  of  the  faid* 

Ann  Gardimr , had  been  inferted  in  the  enacting  part  of  the  fame. 

[This  aft  pafled  October  25,  1787.] 


CHAP.  V. 


An  Act  for  natuiahzing  Bartholomy  De  Gregoire , JMaria 
Therefa  de  G/egoi  e,  his  Wife,  and  their  Children 

If/  HEREAS  Barth olorny’de  Gregoire,  and  Maria  Therefa*/,/,  wife, 

have  prefented  a petition  to  this  Court , for  an  at 7 of  naturalization  of  them-  Preamble. 
. ^U^r^le, hat, he  praye/of  their 

Be  it  therefor*  enatled  by  the  Senate , and  Houfe  of  Reprefen, a, ives,  in  Gene - 
ral  Court  ajfeathkd,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  feme.  That  the  faid  Bar, ho- 
lomy  de  Grego ire  and  Marta  There, a de  Gregoiu  hi.  wife,  be  permitted  to 
akc  and  fublcr.be  the  oath  of  Allegiance,  to  this  Commonwealth  before 
two  uft.ces  ot  the  Peace  quorum  rnus,  of  any  county  within  tfe  fame 
and  thereupon  and  thereafter  they  and  each  of  them,  together  with  S 
child. cn,  viz.  lterrcde  gregoire,  Nicholas  de  Gregoire,  and  Mark i deCrc- 

got  re  t 
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gtire,  lhall  be  deemed,  adjudged  and  taken  to  be  citizens  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  entitled  to  all  the  liberties,  rights  and  priviledges  of 
natural  born  citizens. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid , That  the  Juftices  be- 
fore whom  the  laid  Bartholomy  de  Gregoire , and  Maria  Therefa  de  Gregoire, 
his  wife,  may  take  and  fubfcribe  the  oath  aforefaid,  lhall  make  return 
thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth,  who  lhall  record  the 
fame,  in  the  book  ordered  to  be  kept  for  fuch  purpofe. 

[This  aft  pahcd  Gdober  29,  178 7.] 

C H A P.  Vh"~ 


Ail  Att  for  enabling  Proprietors  of  Private  Ways  and 
Bridges,  to  repair  them  in  equal  Proportion. 

DE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate,  and  Houfe  of  Reptrefentatives ■,  in  General  Court 
affembled , and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame , That  when,  and  ib  often  as 
any  number  of  the  proprietors  and  rightful  occupants  of  any  private 
Manner  of  call- way  or  bridge,  where  there  are  four,  or  more  than  four  of  them  lhall 
ing  proprietors  judge  a proprietors  meeting  neceiiary,  three  of  them  applying  to  a Juf- 
tice  of  the  Peace,  within  and  for  the  county,  where  the  faia  way  or  bridge 
lies,  fuch  Juftice  is  hereby  authorized,  and  empowered,  to  grant  a war- 
rant for  calling  the  fame,  or  otherwife  one  fourth  part  of  the  faid  pro- 
prietors may  of  themlelves  call  fuch  meeting  ; in  either  cafe  to  be  done 
by  warrant  under  the  hand  of  the  faid  Juftice,  polled  up  in  fomc  pub- 
lic pHce  or  places,  in  the  town  or  towns,  where  the  faid  proprietors,  and 
rightful  occupants,  live  refpeflively,  feven  days  at  leaft  before  the  time 
appointed  for  fuch  meeting,  fignifying  the  time,  place,  and  bufmefs 
thereof  ; and  the  major  part  of  the  proprietors,  and  rightful  occupants, 
A*urreyor  kc  affembled,  lhall  have  full  power  to  determine  by  a major  vote,  on  any 
Aaii be  chofen.  other  way  of  calling  meetings  in  future,  and  to  chufea  Clerk  and  Sur- 
veyor, who  lhall  be  fworntothe  faithful  difeharge  6f  their  refpeftive 
trulls,  as  town  officers  are,  and  to  determine  what  repairs  on  the  faid 
way  or  ways,  bridge  or  bridges  are  neceffary,  andalfo  each  proprietor’s 
and  occupant’s  proportion  of  labour,  and  materials  neceffary  for  repair- 
ing the  faid  way  or  ways,  bridge  or  bridges  ; and  fuch  Surveyor  fo  cho- 
fen and  Iworn,  lhall  have  the  fame  power  with  refpe£l  to  fuch  ways  or 
bridges,  as  the  Surveyors  of  highways  are  by  law  inverted  with,  and 
lhall  be  governed  by  the  fame  rules  as  are  prescribed  by  law  for  their 
dire&ion  ; and  in  cafe  of  neglect  or  refufal  of  any  proprietor  or  occupant, 
in  attending  the  faid  work,  by  himfelf  or  other  fufficient  perfon  in  his 
Head,  or  furnilhing  materials  when  required  by  the  faid  Surveyor,  ne- 
ceffary for  the  repair  of  the  faid  ways  or  bridges,  agreeably  to  the  deter- 
mination of  the  faid  proprietors,  he  or  Ihe  lhall  be  fubjecl  to  the  fame 
fines  and  penalties  as  are  provided  in  cafe  of  town  highways,  and  to  be 
recovered  in  the  fame  manner. 

And  be  it  further  enabled,  That  if  any  Surveyor,  chofen  as  is  provided 
by  this  aft,  lhall  refufe  or  neglect  to  accept  that  trull,  and  take  the  oath 
aforefaid,  he  lhall  forfeit  and  pay  the  fum  of  twenty  fillings , to  be  reco- 
vered in  manner  aforefaid  : And  all  fines  and  forfeitures  incurred  by 
breach  of  this  act  lhall  be  applied  for  the  ufe  of  the  propriety  for  repair- 
ing the  faid  ways  or  bridges. 

[This  act  paffed  November  it,  1787.] 


Penalty  if  ary 
Surveyor  ik» 
gled«  to  accept 
that  truft. 
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CHAP.  VII. 


An  Acl  for  incorporating  a number  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Town  of  TForcefter^  in  the  County  of  JVoi  ctller^ 
into  a feperare  Parifh. 

JM/  HERE  AS  a number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Worcefter,  belong-  p:-.an 
ing  to  the  religious  fociety , whereof  the  Reverend  Aaron  Bancroft,  is 
pallor , have  petitioned  this  Court , to  be  incorporated,  for  the  reafons  expreffedi 
their  petition,  and  it  appearing  to  this  Court  reafonable  that  the  prayer  b 

therefore  enabled  by  the  Senate,  and  Houfe  of  R ep refenidti ves , in  Gere,  i - 
Court  ajfembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame.  That  Levi  Lincoln,  7. v : 

Paine,  David  Bigelow,  J oj eph  Allen,  Palmer  Goulding,  Benjamin  Ft  gg,  Jo  -i 
Peirce,  John  Stowers,  John  Barnard,  Jedediah  Healy,  William  Treadwell , 

Abel  Slowed,  Phincas  Heywood , Eli  Chapin,  Cornelius  Stowed,  Tbadeus 
Me' C arty,  Samuel  Chandler,  Abraham  Lincoln, Samuel  Flagg,  Ephraim  Mower, 

John  Stanten,  Timothy  Bigelow,  Clark  Chandler,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Aden, 

Ignatius  Goulding,  Daniel  Goulding,  Edward  Bangs,  Samuel  Bridge , John 
Goodwin,  Jacob  Snow,  Samuel  Brazer,  Nathan  Heard,  Nathaniel  Paine, 

David  Bigelow,  NahumWidard,  Joel  How, Oliver  Peirce,  Jof ah  Peirce,  faiahTho- 
mas,  Samuel  Fullerton,  John  Walker, DavidChadwick,  Ellis  Gray  Blake, Micah 
Johnfon,  Benjamin  Andrews , Samuel  Rice,  Charles  Chandler,  Andrew  Tufts, 

Daniel  Clap,  Benjamin  Green,  Jofeph  Torry , William  Gates,  Samuel  Warden, 
WinthropChandler,  WilliamJohnfon,WilliamJennefon,  Anthony  Paine,  JohnPaine, 
EliasMann,  PeterStowell,  ThomasSttwed,  BenjaminButman , the  petitioners, 
and  members  of  the  faid  religious  fociety,  together  with  their  polls  and  Jnve^d^wlth 
eftates  be,  and  hereby  are  incorporated  into  a parifh  by  the  name  of  the  powers, 
lecond  parifh  in  the  town  of  Werce/ler,  with  all  the  priviledges,  powers 
and  immunities  which  other  parifhes  in  this  Commonwealth,  are  intitled 
to,  by  law. 

Be  it  enabled  by  the  authority  of  or  cf aid.  That  any  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  faid  town,  fhall  at  all  times  hereafter  have  full  liberty  to  join  them-  either  parifh'. 
lelves  with  their  families  to  either  of  the  parifhes  in  the  faid  town  : Pro-  ^ ;f 
vided  they  fhall  fignify  in  writing  under  their  hands  to  the  clerk  of  the  r° 
faid  town,  their  determination  of  being  confidered  as  belonging  to  the 
pari  Hi  to  which  they  may  join  themfelves  as  aforefaid. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That  the  members  of 
each  refpective  parifh,  and  their  families,  fhall  be  deemed  and  confidered 
as  continuing  members  of  their  refpecUve  pari  flies, with  their  eftates,  for 
the  time  being,  until  they  fhall  fignify  their  determination  to  the  con- 
trary, as  above  exp  refled. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid , That  Levi  Lined!?!, 

Eftp  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized,  to  iflue  his  warrant,  directed  to  fome  . 1 
principal  member  of  the  faid  parifh,  requiring  him  to  warn  the  mem-  Efq.' to‘wU  <* 
bers  of  the  faid  parifh,  qualified  to  vote  in  parifh  affairs,  to  affetnble  at  mcctili§- 
fome  fuitable  time  and  place  in  the  faid  town,  tochoofe  fuch  officers,  as 
parifhes  are  by  law  required  to  clioofc  in  the  month  of  March  or  April 
annu  l^y>  ar!^  t0  tranfacl  all  matters  and  things  neceflary  to  be  done  in 
the  Arid  parifh. 

[This  act  palled  November  13,  1787.] 
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C II  A P.  VIII. 

An  Act  for  the  further  regularing  the  A/fize  of  barrel 

Beef  and  Pork. 

f j I\  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprcfcntativis  in  General  Court 
aJfembU . and  by  the  auihoi  ity  of  the  fame,  fhat  from  and  after  the  pair- 
ing this  a cl,  every  barrel  of  Beef  failed  for  lale  or  exportation,  fhall  con- 
Qnantity  each  tain  at  the  leak,  two  hundred  pounds  weight  of  Beef ; and  everv  half 

barrel  &c.  fhall  . , , , . , . r n ? rr  • r , J 

contain,  & how  barrel,  one  hunared  pounds  weight  or  Beet,  confuting  of  a due  proper- 
packed.  tion  of  the  bed  as  well  as  the  pooreft  part  of  each  quarter  reflectively, 
whilom  having  my  part  culled  out  ; to  be  packed  in  good  found  full 
bound  caiks:  And  from  and  after  the  firlt  day  of  Augujl  next,  every 
barrel  and  half  barrel  of  Beef,  fo  packed,  fhall  be  in  white-oak  calks, 
clear  of  lap,  and  full  bound.  And  from  and  after  the  palling  this  aft, 
every  barrel  of  Pork  failed  for  faie  or  exportation,  fhal)  contain  at  lead 
two  hundred  pounds  weight  of  Pork,  and  every  half  barrel  one  hundred 
pounds  weight  of  Pork  ; confiding  of  a due  proportion  of  the  bed  as 
well  as  the  poored  part  of  each  Hog,  without  having  any  part  culled 
out ; and  each  barrel  containing  not  more  than  three  half  heads,  and 
fix  legs,  to  be  packed  in  good  found  white-oak  full  bound  cafks  : And 
from  and  after  the  fil'd  day  of  Augujl  next,  every  barrel  of  Pork  fo  pack- 
ed, fhall  be  in  white-oak  cafks,  clear  of  fap  and  full  bound.  And  the 
ieveral  Packers  of  i?<  ed  Beef  and  Pork  within  this  Commonwealth,  are 
hereby  directed  to  govern  themlelves  accordingly,  under  the  fame  pen  a- 
ties  as  are  already  in  fuch  cafes  by  law  provided. — And  for  the  more 
effectually  carrying  into  execution  the  provifions  of  this  act  : 

It  is  further  enabled  by  tbe  authorityaforefaid , That  if  any  perfon  f hi, 
from  and  after  the  paffing  this  act,  offer  for  fale,  or  fell  any  calk  of  failed 
Beef  or  Pork,  not  containing  the  quantity,  and  packed  in  the  manner 
pMUT&c.n°sl  provided  in  this  act,  he  Avail  forfeit  for  every  calk  of  falted  Beef  or  Po  k 
provided  by  this  he  fltall  fo  offer  for  fale,  the  fum  of  three  pounds,  lawful  money,  to  be  ie- 
covered  by  action,  information  or  indictment,  in  any  Court  proper  to 
try  the  fame,  one  moiety  thereof,  to  the  ufe  of  the  perfon  profecu ting  for 
the  fame,  and  the  other  moiety,  to  the  ufe  of  the  poor  of  the  town, 
wherein  the  offence  fhall  have  been  committed. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid , That  an  aft,  entitled 
“ An  aft:  for  altering  a certain  claule  in  an  act,  entitled  An  act  regulating 
the  exportation  of  flax  feed,  pot-aJh,pearl-aJh , beef , pork , barreled fijh  and  dried 
EcalT"  a*  Ttr fifl3”  made  and  paffed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-fix,  from  and  after  the  pafling  this  aft,  be,  and  hereby 
is  repealed. 

[This  aft  paffed  November  14,  1787.3 
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IX. 


An  Acl  for  the  continuance  of,  and  in  addition  to  an 
Act,  entitled  4‘  .An  Act  for  fufpending  the  Laws  for  the 
collecting  of  private  Debts,  under  certain  Limita- 
tions.” 

JJ/H  E R E A S the  time  limited  for  the  duration  of  the  faid  acl , is  near  ex-  Preamble. 

* ' firing  : Therefore, 

Be  it  enabled  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  in  General  Court  Time  of  confi? 
atfcmbled , and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame , That  the  aforefaid  aft  fhall  con-  nui 
tinueand  be  in  force,  until  the  third  Wednefday  of  the  next  fitting  of 
the  General  Court,  and  no  longer. 

And  be  it  further  enabled , That  when  any  execution  fhall  be  levied  inpur-  Appraifers.hovf 
fuance  of  the  act  aforefaid,  the  appraifers  lhall  be  chofen  in  the  following  choi'eu. 
manner,  and  not  otherwife  : — The  creditor  fhall  choofe  one,  and  the 
debtor  one  ; but  if  the  debtor  or  creditor  fhall  neglect,  or  refute  to  choofe 
as  aforefaid,  the  other  party  fhall  choofe  one  appraifer,  and  the  officer 
fhall  choofe  one  other  appraifer.  And  in  either  cafe  the  two  appraifers 
chofen  as  aforefaid,  fhall  choofe  the  third  j any  thing  in  the  aforefaid  aft 
notwitlrftanding. 

Provided  however , That  in  cafe  the  two  appraifers  chofen  as  aforefaid,  Pr®v‘&* 
fhall  not  agree  on  a third  appraifer,  the  Juftice  before  whom  they  fhall 
be  fworn,  fhall  appoint  a third  perfon. 

[[  This  aft  paffed,  November  15,  1787.]] 


CHAP, 


X. 


An  Adt  for  eftablifhing  Public  Lights,  on  the  north 
End  of  Plumb  If  land , in  Ipfwlch-Bay , in  the  County 
of  Effcx . 

JVHE  REAS  it  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  commerce  of  this  Common- 
wealth, that  two  public  Lights  fhould  be  ejlablifhed  upon  the  north  end  of  Preamble 
Plumb-Ifland,  in  Ipfwich-Bay,  inthe  county  of  F.  flex,  fit fuch  a pofition  as  to  form 
butane  light  to  veffcls  paffing  over  the  bar , into  Merrimack- River  : 

Be  it  therefore  enabled,  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  in  General 
Court  affembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame , That  the  Corn  miliar  y- 
General,  together  with  Meffieurs  William  Coends,  Michael  Hodge , and  Two  fn-aii  Hgh* 
William  Bartlett , of  Newbury-Port,  in  the  county  of  Effcx,  merchants,  be,  ho^  tobc  ^ 
and  hereby  are  inverted  with  full  powers  and  authority  to  creft  and  build  rc L'  ’ 
two  fmall  wooden  Light* Houfes,  on  the  north  end  of  Plumb-Ifland  afore- 
faid,  and  in  the  pofition  above  defoibed,  convenient  for  fixing  proper 
lights  thereon  : Provided  the  exper.ee  of  erecting  and  building  the  faid  rr0T;f„, 
Light-Houfes,  fliall  not  exceed  the  fum  of  three  hundred  pounds , lawful 
money  : And  provided  the  faid  Light-Houfes  be  fo  conftrufted,  as  when- 
ever the  laid  bar  fhould  fhift,  the  faid  Light-Houfes  may  be  moved  fo 
as  always  to  be  kept  in  the  pofition  aforefaid. 

Be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid , That  the  expence  of  build-  Ei  ,.,.c  j ,7 
ing  the  laid  Light-Houfes,  fhall  be  defrayed  out  of  the  monies  which  Arkadi  7 

lhall 
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fliallbe  received  into  the  Treafury  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  arid  eighty-eight,  on  account  of  duties  im* 
pofed  for  the  purpofe  of  fupport  ing  and  maintaining  the  feveral  Light- 
Houles  in  this  Commonwealth,  not  before  appropriated. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid , That  when  the 
CommiffaryGe-  Light -llou  !es  aforefaid,  fiia.ll  be  compleated,  the  Commiftary-General, 
rcrai  to  provide  provide  fuitablc  lights  to  be  placed  therein,  and  maintain  them  in  the 
lmtabk  lights,  larne  manner, and  out  of  the  fame  funds, as  the  other  public  Lights  of  this 
Cornmonwcau  h,  are  provided  tor  and  maintained  ; and  the  Commiffary- 
General  is  hereby  directed  and  enjoined  to  provide  for  the  keeping  the 
laid  Light-Houies,  at  ah  times,  in  the  petition  above  deferibed. 

Provifo.  Provided  nevcrlhdefs,  That  nothing  in  this  act  {hall  oblige  the  Commif- 

fary-Gencral,  to  advance  any  money  for  the  fupport  of  the  Lights,  to 
be  erected  as  aforefaid,  until  the  debts  previoufly  contracted  for  the 
lupport  of  the  public  Lights,  be  firft  dil'charged  out  of  the  funds  appro- 
priated therefor  ; but  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  will  advance  money,  for 
the  fupport  of  the  faid  Lights,  to  be  erected  as  aforefaid,  the  Commifia- 
ry-General,  is  direded  to  charge  the  money  fo  advanced,  to  the  funds. 

[This  act  palled  November  16,  1787.] 


C H A P. 


XI. 


An  Acl  to  annex  a Gore  of  Land  to  the  Town  of 

Long- Meadow. 

D E it  enabled  by  the  Senate  ang  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  in  General  Court 
affembted , and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame , That  the  Gore  of  land  ly- 
ing at  the  fouth-ealterly  part  of  the  town  of  Long-Meadow,  and  adjoin- 
ing the  faid  town,  called  the  Gore,  containing  about  four  hundred 
acres,  the  faid  land  being  and  lying  north  of  what  is  called  the  Colony- 
line,and  not  included  in  any  town, together  with  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
be,and  hereby  is  annexed  to  the  town  o i Long- Meadow  j and  the  faid  in- 
habitants fhall  there  do  duty,  and  receive  privileges,  equal  to  the  other 
inhabitants  of  the  faid  town. 

[This  acl  pafied  Novcsnber  16,  1787.3 


CHAP. 


XII. 


An  A£l  to  unite  the  firft  and  fecondPrecin&s  in  the  Town 
of  Leominfter , in  the  County  of  IVorcefter , into  one 
Parifli. 

TJf  HE  RE  AS  it  appears  to  the  General  Court,  from  the  reprefentations  of  the 
BrcamMe.  inhabitants  of  the  faid  Precinfts,  that  it  will  be  more  convenient,  and 

for  the  inter  eft  of  the  faid  town,  that  the  firjl  and  fecond  Precincts  in  the  faid 
town  Jhould  be  united  into  one  Parijh  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  in  Gene- 
Firft  and  fecond  ral  Court  affembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame.  That  the  firft  and  fe- 
-•'h  Uaited.  conci  Precin&s  in  the  faid  town  of  Leominfter,  be  united  into  or.e  Parifli, 

and 
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and  all  Parifh  lines  in  the  faid  town  of  Leominfler , are  hereby  declared 
void  ; any  law,  refolution  or  order,  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

Provided  veverthelefs , rJ  hat  the  inhabitants  and  eftates  of  the  faid  Provlfo, 
Precincts,  refpectively.  be  held  to  pay  all  Parifh  taxes,  already  afleffed  on 
them,  and  all  Parifli  debts  due  from  them,  in  their  feperate  capacities, 
in  the  fame  manner  that  they  would  have  been  held,  if  this  act  had  not 
palled. 

[This  Aft  pahed  November  i 6,  1787.]) 


CHAP.  XIII, 

An  Act  for  naturalizing  Alexander  Moore , and  others, 

herein  named. 

JffHEREAS  Alexander  Moore,  Ifaac  Smith,  John  Deverell,  John 
Gregory,  David  Poignand,  and  Delicia  bis  wife , and  Abraham  Ba- 
zin, now  rejidents  in  Bolton*  and  Benjamin  Pickman,  now  reftdent  in  Salem, 

Henry  Smith  with  Elizabeth  hit  wife , in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  their  chib  Preamble’,' 
dred , alfo  Kirk  Boott,  and  William  Pratt,  now  reftdent  in  Bolton,  have  pe- 
titioned the  General  Court , that  they  may  be  naturalized,  and  it  appearing  rea- 
fonable  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  Jhould  be  granted : 

Be  it  therefore  enabled  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives , in  General 
Court  ajfembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame.  That  Alexander  Moore , 
merchant,  Ifaac  Smith , clerk,  John  Deverell , filver-fmith,  John  Gregory , 
merchant,  David  Poignand , merchant,  and  Delicia  Poignand  his  wife,  Alex.  Moore  k 
Abraham  Bazin,  merchant,  Henry  Smith,  merchant,  with  Elizabeth  Smith  l ^hcrsnaturaliz" 
tils  wife,  Henry  Lloyd  Smith , Elizabeth,  Catherine , Rebecca  and  Anna  Smith, 
children  of  the  faid  Henry,  now  refident  in  Boflon,  Benjamin  Pickman,  Efq; 
now  refident  in  Salem , in  the  Commonwealth  of  Majfachufetts , William 
Pratt  and  Kirk  Boott , both  of  London , in  the  Kingdom  of  Greal-Britain , 
merchants,  now  refuting  in  the  faid  Boflon , Mary  Boott , the  wife  of  the 
faid  Kirk  Boott,  and  Frances  the  daughter  of  the  faid  Boott,  upon  their 
refpectively  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  Commonwealth,  before 
two  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  quorum  unus,  (they  being  of  age,  or  when  they 
{hall  come  to  be  of  age)  fliall  be  deemed,  adjudged,  and  taken  to  be  free 
citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  entitled  to  all  the  privileges,  liber- 
ties, and  immunities  of  natural  born  fubje&s. 

And  be  it  further  enabled.  That  the  Juftices  before  whom  the  perfons 
aforenamed  may  refpectively  take  the  oath  aforefaid,  ttiatl  return  a certi- 
ficate thereof  into  the  Secretary’s-oftice,  to  be  recorded  in  a book,  order- 
ed to  be  kept  for  that  purpofe*^ 


[This  aft  palled  November  16,  1787.3 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

An  Act  for  incorporating  certain  Perfons  for  the  Purpofe 
of  building  a Bridge  over  the  River  between  Salem 
and  Beverly , and  for  fupporting  the  fame. 

J/f/HEREAS  the  erecting  a Bridge  over  the  River  between  Salem  and  Be- 
verly,/row  the  ferry-ways  on  Salem  fide , to  fome  place  on  Beverly  fide, 
preamble.  between  the  extremes  of  Green’s-Point,  Ellinwood’s-Wharf,  (fo  called } 
will  be  of  great  public  utility , and  very  beneficial  to  the  county  of  Effex,  in  par- 
ticular ; and  George  Cabot,  Efq.  and  others,  have  petitioned  this  Court  for  an 
act  of  incorporation , to  empower  them  to  build  the  faid  Bridge , and  many  per - 
font , under  the  expectation  of finch  an  ad,  have fubferibed  to  a fund for  the  pur*> 
pofe  of  e reding  and  compleating  the  fame  ; 

Be  it  therefore  enaded  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  in  General 
Court  affembled , and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame.  That  George  Cabot,  Efq. 
John  Cabot,  John  Eifk,  Jfrael  Thorndike,  and  Jofeph  While,  be,  and  hereby 
are  conftituted  a Corporation  for  building  a Bridge  as  aforefaid,  fo  long 
Proprietors  i0-  as  they  (hall  continue  to  beproprietors  in  thefund  to  be  raifed  for  that  pur-  . 
corporated  a pQfe,  together  with  all  thofe  who  are,  or  fhall  hereafter  become  propri-  . 
o y po  itic.  etors  tQ  tjlc  p^id  fh^i  be  a corporation  and  body  politic,  under  . 

the  name  of  the  Proprietors  of  Efex  Bridge,  and  by  that  name,  may 
fue  and  profecute,  and  be  fuedand  profecuted  to  final  judgment  and  ex- 
ecution, and  to  do  and  fuffer  all  other  matters  and  things,  which  bodies 
politic,  may  or  ought  to  do  and  fuffer,  and  that  the  faid  corporation, 
fhall  and  may  have  full  power  and  authority,  to  make,  have  and  ufe  a 
common  feal,  and  the  fame  to  break  and  alter  at  pleafure. 

And  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That  the  faid  George 
Cabot , Efq.  John  Cabot , John  Eifk,  Ifrael  Thorndike , and  Jofeph  White,  or 
Proprietor. may  any  three  of  them,  may  by  advertil'ement,  in  any  two  of  the  news-papers, 
caiia  meeting.  ca|j  a meeting  0f  the  laid  proprietors,  to  be  holden  at  any  fuitable  time 
and  place,  after  fifteen  days  from  the  publication  of  the  faid  advertife- 
ment,  and  the  faid  proprietors,  by  a vote  of  the  majority  of  thofe  prefent, 
or  reprefented  at  the  faid  meeting  (accounting  and  allowing  a vote  to 
each  lingle  {hare  in  all  cafes)  (hall  choofe  a Clerk  who  Ihall  be  duly  fworra 
to  the  faithful  difeharge  of  his  office  ; and  alio  Ihall  agree  on  a method 
for  calling  future  meetings  ; and  at  the  fame  or  any  fubfequent  meeting, 
fclftSTuUs  may  make  and  eftablifli  any  rules  and  regulations,  that  fhall  be  necefla- 
aod regulations,  ry  or  convenient  for  regulating  the  faid  corporation,  for  effecting,  com- 
pleating and  executing  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  or  for  collecting  the  toll 
hereafter  granted,  and  the  fame  rules  and  regulations  may  caufe  to  be 
kept  and  executed,  or  for  the  breach  thereof,  may  order  and  enjoin  fines 
jrovifo.  and  penalties,  not  exceeding  four  pounds  ; provided  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations are  not  repugnanc  to  the  laws  or  conftitution  of  this  Common- 
wealth : and  the  faid  proprietors  may  alfo  choofe  and  appoint  any  other 
officer  or  officers  of  the  corporation,  that  they  may  deem  neceffary  ; 
and  all  reprefentations  at  the  faid  meeting,  ihall  be  proved  in  writing, 
figned  by  the  perfon  making  the  fame,  by  fpecial  appointment,  which 
fhall  be  filed  with,  or  recorded  by  the  Clerk;  and  this  act,  and  all  rules, 
regulations  and  votes  of  the  faid  corporation,  fhall  be  fairly  and  truly 
recorded  by  the  faid  Clerk,  in  a bppk  or  bocks  for  that  purpofe  pro- 
vided and  kept,  And 
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And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  for  the  purpofe 
of  reimburiing  the  faid  proprietors  the  monies  by  them  expended,  or  to 
be  expended  in  building  and  fuppof  ling  the  laid  Bridge,  a toll  be,  and  is  Toll  granted, 
hereby  granted  and  eilahlifhed  for  the  Idle  benefit  of  the  faid  proprietors, 

according  to  the  rates  following,  to  wit. -For  each  foot  paffenger,  Rates  of  Toil.- 

one fiftieth  part  of  a dollar  -For  each  perfon  and  hone,  one  twentieth  part 

of  a dollar  ; — For  each  horfe  and  chaile,  for  each  fulkey,  or  for  each  fley 
drawn  by  one  or  more  horfes,  one  eighth  of  a dollar  ; — For  each  coach, 
chariot,  waggon  or  curr  icle,  one  fourth  of  a dollar  ; — For  each  cart,  wag- 
gon, fled  or  liey,  or  other  carriage  of  burden,  drawn  by  one  or  more 
beafts,  one  tenth  of  a dollar  ; — For  each  whecl-barrow, hand-cart,  or  other 
vehicle,  capable  of  carrying  a like  weight,  with  one  perfon,  three  hurt- 
dreths  of  a dollar  ; — For  neat  cattle,  and  horfes,  exclufive  of  thofe  rode, 
or  in  carriages,  three  hundreths  of  a dollar  each  ; — For  fheep  and  fwine, 
at  the  rate  of  one  twelfth  of  a dollar  for  each  dozen.  And  toll  on  Lord’s 
days,  Ihall  be  double  the  above  rates  ; and  to  each  team  one  perfon  and 
no  more,  Ihall  be  allowed  as  a driver,  topafsfree  of  toll.  And  at  all  times 
when  the  toll-gatherer  fhall  not  attend  his  duty,  the  gate  or  gates  Ihall  when  to  com- 
be  left  open.  And  the  faid  toll  fhall  commence  on  the  day  of  the  open-  *ncnce’  and  how 
ing  of  the  faid  Bridge,  for  paflengers,  and  fhall  continue  for  and  during  lo"2 t0  contulue- 
the  term  of  feventy  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  faid  Bridge  fhall 
be  delivered  up  in  good  repair,  to  and  for  the  ufe  of  this  government. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid , That  the  faid  Bridge  Bridge— how 
fhall  be  well  built,  at  leaft  thirty-two  feet  wide,  of  good  and  fuitable  ma-  to  be  built, 
terials,  and  be  well  covered  with  plank  or  timber,  on  the  top,  fuitable 
for  luch  a Bridge,  with  fufficient  rails,  on  each  fide,  boarded  eighteen 
inches  from  the  bottom,  for  the  fafety  of  paffengers  ; and  the  fame  fhall 
be  kept  in  good,  fafe  and  paffable  repair,  for  the  term  aforefaid ; and  at 
the  end  of  the  faid  term,  the  faid  Bridge  fhall  be  left  in  like  repair. 

And  the  faid  proprietors  fhall  conftantly  keep  the  faid  Bridge  accommo- 
dated with  at  lead,  twelve  good  lamps,  four  of  which  fhall  be  at  the beacco- 

draw,  and  kepc  burning  through  the  night ; and  all  the  faid  lamps  fhall  ^da8te^’ltkr^ 
be  well  fupplied  with  oil,  and  lighted  in  due  feafon,-  and  thofe  not  at  the 
draw,  kept  burning  till  twelve  of  the  clock  at  night.  And  alfo  at  the 
feveral  places  where  the  toll  fhall  be  received,  they  fhall  erect  and  con- 
ftantly expofe  to  open  view,  a fign  or  board  with  the  rates  of  toll  of  all 
the  tollable  articles,  fairly  and  legibly  written  thereon,  in  large  or  capi- 
tal letters. 

An£  whereas  it  is  always  deferving  of  the  attention  of  government  in  accom- 
modating the  public , and  in  promoting  undertakings  of  public  utility , to  guard  as 
much  as  pojfible  againft  inconveniences  to  any  individuals  ; therefore  for  ren- 
dering the  faid  Bridge , as  little  inconvenient  as  poffible  to  the  navigation  of  the 
faid  river , and for  facilitating  the  pa fing  and  repajfing  of  veffels  through  the faid 
Bridge  : 

Be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That  the  faid  proprietors  . 

fit  all  build,  and  during  the  faid  term  keep  a convenient  and  fuCcient  draw^orpafiage1 
draw,  or  paffage  way,  at  leaft  thirty  feet  wide,  at  fome  place  in  the  faid  *»y,to  be  built/ 
Bridge,  proper  tor  the  palling  and  repaffing  of  vefi'els  by  day  and  by 
night,  through  the  faid  Bridge  ; and  fhall  alfo  build  and  maintain  in  good 
repair,  a well  conftru&ed  and  fubftantial  pier,  or  wharf,  on  each  fide  of 
the. faid  Bridge,  and  adjoining  to  the  draw  every  way,  fufficient  for  vef- 
fels tq  lie  at,  fecurely  ; and  the  faid  draw  fhall  be  lifted  for  all  fhips  and 

veffels 
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velfels,  without  toll  or  pay,  except  for  boats  palling  for  pleafure  ; and  all 
Ihips  and  velfels  intending  to  pals  the  laid  draw,  lhall  lie  free  of  charge, 
g™  JS,  h<? at  the  wIla^or  pier,  until  a luitable  time  lhall  offer  for  palling  the  fame  j 
or  pay  &c.  anc^  t‘ie  f^d  proprietors  lhall,  during  the  faid  term,  conftantly  keep  at 
the  faid  draw,  fome  luitable  perfon  or  perfons,  for  lifting  up  the  fame, 
for  the  palfing  or  repaying  of  all  {hips  and  velfels,  with  malts  that  {hall 
not  admit  of  a fafe  palfage  under  the  draw  ; and  alfo  an  anchor  placed 
in  the  bed  of  the  river,  at  a proper  diftance  above  the  draw,  with  a haw- 
fer  of  luitable  lize  and  ftrength  extending  through  the  draw  to  another 
anchor  placed  at  a limilar  diflance  below  the  laid  draw,  which  havier 
fhall  always  have  the  right  or  middle  part  lodged  at  the  draw  ready  lor 
ufe,  to  all  velfels  p ilfmg  the  draw  either  way  j and  they  lhall  alfo  con- 
ftantly keep  at  the  faid  draw,  a good  hawfer  or  rope  nbt  lefs  than  three 
inches  in  circumference,  offufficient  length  to  extend  from  the  extrerrli* 
ty  of  the'  wharf  or  pier  on  one  hde  of  the  Bridge,  to  the  extremity  of 
the  wharf  or  pier  on  the  other. 

?rompenfationto  it' further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid^  1 hat  after  the  /aid 

e made  to  the  toll  fnall  commence,  the  faid  proprietors  or  corporation  lhall  annually  pay 
to  t'he  Treafurer  of  the  town  of  Salem , or  his  luccclfor  in  the  faid  oihee, 
the'fum  of  forty  pounds  lawful  money,  as  a full  compenlation  for  the  ter- 
ry ^ *ways  lately  ereded  by  the  faid  town,  the  materials  compofing  the 
lame,  and  the  emoluments  ariiing  from  the  faid  ferry  ; and  to  theTrea* 
furerof  the  town  of  Danvers , in  the  faid  county,  or  hi*  fuccellor,  the 
fum  of  ten  pounds , lawful  money,  annually. 

And  be  it  further  enabled , That  if  the  faid  proprietors  lhall  refufe  or  ne* 
gleet,  for  the  fpace  of  four  years  after  the  palling  of  this  ad,  to  build  and 
complete  the  faid  Bridge,  then  this  ad  to  be  void,  and  of  no  effed. 


[Thi*  ad  palled  November  17,  1787.3 
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XV. 


An  Ad  to  prevent  the  Deduction  of  Oyfters,  and  all 
other  fhell  Fifh,  laying  within  the  Harbours,  Kivers 
and  Bays  within  the  Limits  of  theTowns  of  Sandwich , 
in  the  County  of  Barn  ft  able,  and  W arch  am , in  the 
County  of  Plymouth,  and  the  T owns  of  Dartmouth , 
and  IV tdport,  in  the  County  of  BridoL 

TJf  HERE  AS  it  is  of  late  the  practice  of  perfons  belonging  to  other  towns  and 
ports  to  come  with  veffels  and  other  craft  into  the  rivers  and  harbours  of  the 
aforefaid  towns  of  Sandwich,  Wareham, Dartmouth  and  Weftport,  then  and 
there  to  rake  the  beds  of  oyflers  and  other  ufeful  fhell  ffh , and  carry  away 
from  the  inhabitants  large  quantities  of  the faid ffh  into  other  parts  not  belonging 
to  this  Commonwealth , by  means  whereof  the  faid ffh  are  in  a great  mcafure  de- 
frayed ; to  the  great  damage  of  the  poor  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  faid  towns  * 
Be  it  enabled  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  in  General  Court 
affembled , and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame , That  any  time  from  and  after 
the  firll  day  of  March  next,  no  perfon  or  perfon#  prefumc  to  take, 

rake 
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rake,  or  carry  off  by  water,  to'  any  place,  out  of  the  limits  of  the 
(aid  towns,  more  than  three  bufhels  of  the  faid  ftfa  (including  the  {hells) 
■rt  nnv  rinpfimr  ; and  anv  nrrfon  oftendinm  aaainil  this  act.  and  heincr 


the  Selecirmen,  of  the  refpective  towns,  within  whole  limits  they  are 
taken  ; thefaid  liberty  to  be  had  and  taken  in  writing  under  their  hands. 

Sind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  perfon  or  perfonsreftdingin  either  ^"al?y  for  a0 
of  the  faid  tow  ns,  {had  aid  or  aflift  any  perfon  or  perfons  asaforefaid  com-  ’ Ucr 
ing  out  of  or  belonging  to  any  other  town,  in  the  taking  of  any  of  the 
fifh  aforefaid,  or  (hail  iupply  them  therewith,  he  fhall  forfeit  and  pay  not 
Ids  than  twenty  t 'hillings , nor  more  than  four  pounds  fox  each  offence. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  ajorefaid,  That  if  any  veffel  Veffd«  or  boat# 
or  boat  {hall  be  found  within  three  miles  of  either  of  the  harbours  or  found  wit  hn- or* 
fliores, of  either  of  the  faid  towns, having  onboard  more  than  threebulhels  If  wd, 
of  the  faid  fifii,  (including  the  fhells)  taken  within  the  limits  aforefaid,  without  a per- 
the  faid  veffel  or  boat  not  being  owned  in  either  of  the  {aid  towns, and  not  ]££e(hmay 
having  a permit  in  writing  from  the  Selectmen  of  one  of  the  faid  towns 
for  taking  the  faid  fifh,  it  {hall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  perfon  or  per- 
fons to  feize  fuch  veffel  or  boat,  and  detain  the  lame  until  the  mailer 
thereof,  fhall  pa)  fuch  fine  or  forfeiture  as  {hall  be  ordered  by  the  Court 
that  {hall  try  the  fame,  and  legal  coils  arifing  thereon. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid , That  all  breaches  of 
this  act  happening  in  the  faid  town  of  Sandwich , {hall  be  heard  and  de- 
termined by  any  Juftice  of  the  Teace,  in  the  county  of  Barn/lable,  who  achcs  of  ^ 
cn  complaint  of  any  breach  of  this  act  made  to  him  in  writing,  fhall  a<5t,—  where  ds 
fflue  his  warrant  for  apprehending  and  bringing  before  him  the  perfon  ll0W  tric“- 
thereof  accufed  on  oath.  And  all  breaches  of  this  a£t  which  fhall  hap- 
pen in  the  town  of  War  eh  am,  fhall  be  heard  and  determined  by  any  Juftice 
of  the  Peace,  for  the  county  of  Plymouth,  in  the  manner  aforefaid.  And 
all  breaches  of  this  act  committed  in  the  town  of  Dartmouth  or  Weftport , 
fhall  be  heard  and  determined  by  any  Juftice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the 
county  of  Brijiol , in  manner  aforefaid.  And  all  the  forfeitures  which 
may  arife  as  aforefaid,  fhall  accrue  one  half  to  him  or  them  who  {hall 
complain  as  aforefaid  and  the  other  half  to  the  poor  of  the  town  where 
the  offence  (hall  be  committed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act  (hall  continue  and  be  in  force 
for  two  years  from  and  after  the  pafiing  the  fame, and  no  longer. 


[This  udt  pafled  November  20,  1787.3 
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XVI. 


Tonage  duty  to 
be  paid  to  the 
naval-officer, 
previous  to  the 
clearing  of  any 
VefTel. 


An  A cl  making  Provifion  for  the  building  and  maintain- 
ing Light-Houfes  on  the  isea-Coaft  cf  this  Common- 
wealth,  and  £01*  repealing  all  Laws  heretofore  made  for 

that  Purpofe. 

JDE  it  enabled  by  the  Senate  and  Houfc  of  Representatives*  in  General  Court 
J affembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame , 'that  there  fhall  be  paid  by  the 
matter  or  owner  of  any  veffel  not  employed  in  the  coafting  or  fifhing  bu* 
hnefs,  from  and  after  the  fir  ft  day  of  January  next,  into  the  hands  of 
the  naval-officer  where  any  veftcl  fhall  clear  out  for  any  port  not  in  this 
Commonwealth,  previous  to  the  clearing  of  the  faid  veffel,  a duty  of 
two  pence  and  one  half  of  a penny , per  ton,  to  be  computed  agreeable  to  the 
rules  of  carpenters  meafurement. 

And  be  it  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid , That  from  and  after'the  faid 
firft  day  of  January  next,  the  matter  or  owner  of  any  fifliing  or  coafting. 
veffel,  of  thirty  tons  or  upwards,  fhall  every  fix  months  pay  unto  the 
a duty  at  the  naval-officer  of  the  port  where  fuch  matter  or  owner  may  refide,  a duty 
rate  oi  yd.  per  at  t]ie  rate  0p  flve  pence  per  annum,  for  each  ton  the  faid  veffel  may  mea- 
be  paid  by  the  lure,  agreeably  to  the  rules  aforefaid  ; and  if  the  matter  or  owner  of 
efevu- OIfifh^ner  anY  coafting  or  fifhing- veffel,  fliall  refufe  to  pay  as  aforefaid,  the  faid 
veffel.17  l g naval-officer  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed,  within  thirty  days  after 
fuch  payment  may  become  due,  to  fue  for  and  recover  the  fame,  in  any 
Court  proper  to  try  the  fame. 

Provided  nevertbe/efs.  That  when  any  fuch  coafting  or  fifliing  veffel 
Provifo.  may  be  employed  in  any  voyages,  other  than  coafting  or  fifliing,  fo 
much  of  the  annual  duty  fliall  be  allowed  by  the  faid  naval-officer,  as 
fhall  be  in  proportion  to  the  time  they  may  have  thus  been  employed. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid , That  from  and  after 
t^?uton°f k-ffeu  January  next>  there  fhall  be  paid  by  the  matter  or  owner 

not  wholly  own-  of  any  veffel  not  w'holly  owned  by  fome  citizen  or  citizens  of  any  of  the 
cd  by dtiMns of  united  States,  on  an  entry  beina;  made  thereof  at  any  naval-office 
cd  states.  within  this  Commonwealth,  one  Jhilling  for  each  and  every  ton,  carpem* 
ters  ineafure,  w’hich  the  veffel  may  meafure,  and  no  more. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid , That  the  maffer,  or 
owner  of  every  veffel,  chargeable  with  the  duties  of  light  money  as  afore- 
Mirror  owner  faid,  fhall  upon  her  arrival  in  any  port  in  this  Commonwealth,  enter 
ft aiTentcr Vupon  the  naval-officer  of  the  port  where  the  faid  veffel  may  arrive,  the 
their  arrival,  the  full  tonage  thereof,  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  carpenters  meafurement  * 
jdi  ton  age  there-  ancj  the  naval-officer  fhall  calculate  the  duties  on  fuch  veffel  agreeably  to 
luch  entry,  unlefs  he  fhall  have  any  reafon  to  believe  that  the  faid  maffer 
or  owner  has  made  a fliort  entry  of  her  tonage,  in  which  cafe  the  faid. 
naval-officer  fliall,  and  he  is  hereby  impow^ered  and  directed,  to  caufe  the 
laid  veffel  to  be  meafured  by  the  rules  of  carpenters  meafurement,  and 
if  the  faid  veffel  fhall  be  found  to  meafure  more  tons  than  fhe  is  entered 
for,  then,  and  in  that  cafe,  the  owmer  or  maffer  wdio  entered  the  faid 
veffel,  fliall  pay  three  Jhillings  per  ton,  for  each  and  every  ton,  fhe  fliall  be 
entered  fhort  of  her  real  meafurement  : and  the  faid  naval-officers  are 
hereby  directed  to  give  a certificate  to  each  perfon  for  the  receipt  of  the 
duties  by  him  paid  as  required  by  this  act. 

And 
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and  the  laid  naval- officers  XT  , 

. Naval-officers 
O I fliail  give  bund. 


And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  afore  faid,  That  each  naval-offi-  Two  ,T',. 
cer  fliall  be  allowed  two  per  cent,  out  of  the  duties  lie  may  collect  as  afore-  vai-offieer." 
laid,  and  the  remainder  thereof  he  lhall  every  three  months  pay  unto  the  Ren.a;n(>?r  {tail 
Treafurcr  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  once  in  every  year  Avail  render  be  paid  to  the 
unto  the  Treafurer  aforefaid  an  account  on  oath  of  the  monies  fo  re-  lrs“furer’ 
ceived,  and  make  a fettlement  of  the  fame  ; 

lhall  each  of  them  give  bond  to  the  Treafurer  aforefaid,  in  the  fum 
-one  thoufand  pounds , for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  fervices  required 
of  them  by  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  entitled  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That  all  monies  ant- 
ing from  the  aforefaid  duties,  lhall  be  appropriated  to,  and  kept  in  the  pu*es  *nr^gt 
treafury,  for  the  purpofe  of  building,  fupporting  and  maintaining  the  'at* 

Light-Houfes  on  the  fea-coaft:  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  no  other,  and 
that  the  fame  be  drawn  out  of  the  Treafury  for  that  purpofe,  by  warram 
under  the  hand  of  the  Governour,  with  the  advice  and  content  or 
Council,  as  often  as  occafion  may  require  ; and  the  Treafurer  is  hereby  before  n.eGe- 
directed  once  in  every  year,  to  lay  before  the  General  Court  an  account  fera!t>  ! !ce 
or  the  monies  received  for  the  faid  duties,  with  the  expenditure  ot  the 
fame. 

And  be  it  further  entitled  by  the  authority  aforefaid , That  the  perfor.s, 
who  are  or  may  be  appointed  from  time  to  time,  to  be  keepers  of  the  DutyofLight- 
Light-Houfes  on  the  fea-coaft  of  this  Commonwealth,  lhall  carefully  and  Houfe  Keepers, 
diligently  attend  their  duty  at  all  times,  in  kindling  and  keeping  burn- 
ing the  lights,  from  fun  fetting  to  fun  riling,  and  placing  them  fo  as 
they  may  be  moft  teen  by  yefiels  coming  in  or  going  out  ; and  upon 
conviction  of  neglect  of  their  duty  before  the  Court  of  General  Seffions  fornc' 
o'  the  Peace  within  the  county,  fliall  be  liable  to  be  fined  according  to 
the  degree  or  circumltance  of  the  offence,  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
pounds,  one  third  part  thereof  to  the  ufe  of  this  Commonwealth,  and 
the  other  two  thirds  to  the  perfon  or  perfons  who  fiiall  inform  of  fuch 
neglect  ; and  fiiall  be  alfo  liable  to  an  action  of  damage  brought  by  any 
perfon,  who  may  fuffer  by  fuch  negleft,  to  be  recovered  in  any  Court 
proper  to  try  the  fame. 

And  be  it  further  enatled  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That  from  and  after 
the  firft  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight,  all  the  acts  heretofore  made  for  the  purpofe  of  Lawsheretofore- 
fupporting  and  maintaining  the  Light-Houfes  on  the  fea-coaft;  of  this  made,  repealed. 
Commonwealth,  fliall  ceate  to  be  of  any  force  or  validity,  excepting  for 
the  recovery  of  any  penalties,  forfeitures  or  fums  due,  that  have  arifen 
by  virtue  of  either  ot  the  faid  acts. 


This  act  palled  November.  1 1 , 1 7 3 7 . 7" 


C II  A P. 


665 


Tn  the  Tear  i f our  LORD , 1787. 


Real  Eftates. 


C II  A P. 


XVII. 


JulUces  empow 
ered  to  licence 
the  foie  of  real 
efLte  by  marri- 
ed won -an,  in 
cafes  where  huf- 
lun.'.s  aofeiit 
themfelves. 


An  A6t  authorizing;  the  Juflices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  to  licence  the  Sale  of  K eal  Ellate  by  married 
Women,  in  certain  Cafes,  and  for  otherPurpofes  in  the 
A'cl  mentioned. 

iff  H E R E A S it famed  mes  happens , that  hujhands  abfent  themfelves  from 
' ' this  Commonwealth , and  abandon  their  wives,  not  making  fufficient  pre- 
p . u vifion  for  their  fupport,  who  'may  be  thereby  reduced  to  great  d if  rtfs,  not  being 
able  to  make  any  valid  contracts,  or  difpofe  of  any  efate  of  their  own  : For  re- 
medy whereof. 

Be  rt  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentativcs,  in  General  Court  af- 
fembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame.  That  in  ail  fuch  cafes  where  any 
married  man  has  heretofore,  or  may  hereafter  abfent  himfelf  from  this 
Commonwealth,  abandoning  his  wife  and  not  making  fuflicicnt  provi- 
jion  for  her  fupport  or  maintenance,  the  Juftices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  are  hereby  authorized,  at  any  of  the  terms  of  the  faid  Court, 
upon  the  application  of  any  fuch  wife,  to  empower  and  enable  her,  dui- 
ing  the  abfence  of  her  hufband  from  this  Commonwealth,  and  no  len- 
der, in  her  owr  name,  to  make  and  execute  any  contract,  either  under 
fcal’  or  otherwdfe,  and  by  deed  to  fell  and  convey  any  eflate  real  or  per- 
fonal,  of  which  at  the  time  of  fuch  fale,  Hie  fhail  be  fuzed  or  poilefied  in 
her  own  right,  and  to  commence,  piofccute  and  deiuid  an}  mit  m jaw 
or  eouity,  to  final  judgment  and  execution,  in  fire  a manner,  as  ful* 
I and  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  if  fhe  was  foie  and  unmarried  ; or 
the  faid  |ullices  may  grant  to  any  wife  any  or  all  the  powers  above  de- 
famed,according  as  they  {hall  judge  the  circumftances  of  fuch  wife  inall 

^And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  if  any  fuch 
hulband  Ihould  return  into  this  Commonw’eaiin,  vvhiie  <ny  central 
made  by  his  wife,  purfuant  to  the  powers  aforefaid,  Ihould  remain  un- 
difehar^ed,  the  fame  remedy  fhail  lie  again!!  fuch  hufband,  as  it  the  con- 
tract had  been  made  by  her  before  live  marriage,  and  no  fuit  pending, 
wherein  his  wife  (hall  be  a party,  purfuant  to  the  laid  powers,  {hall 
abate  by  his  return  into  this  Commonwealth. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That  when  applica- 
tion fli all  be  made  by  any  wife  for  any  or  all  of  the  powers  afoi  elaid, 
the  Tuftices  of  the  faid  Court,  {hall  previous  to  their  granting  of the 

powers  aforefaid,  caufe  fuch  public  notice  of  the  faid  appucatmn  to  be 
given,  as  by  law  they  are  directed  in  cafe  of  any  libel  filed  by  any  married 
woman  for  a divorce. 

[ This  aft  paffed,  November  21 , 1787*] 


If  fuehhufbands 
return,  remedy 
/hall  lie  againft 
them. 


Notice  of  appli- 
cations, (hall  be 
givoe. 
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